7i.  TALK TO ZAMINDARS AT MYMENSINGW

May 19, 1925

If you have your own dhobi, your own scavenger, why don't
you have your own weaver? And for fine, beautiful yarn, you
can get the services of the finest spinners in your parts.

Why do not leading men and educated men> take to the charkha?

Because they do not feel for the poor, and they do not feel
because they do not know the sufferings of the poor. Please do
not say they are lazy* We have helped them to become idle.
How to create interest in them? You and I and all must plod on
night and day and not be impatient like the boy who planted
the mango seed and would not even wait for six months for the
seed to take root and grow into a tree.

Young India, 28-5-1925

7?.   A REMARKABLE ADDRESS

In the majority of cases, addresses presented to me contain
adjectives which I am ill able to carry. Their use can do good
neither to the writers nor to me. They unnecessarily humiliate
me, for I have to confess that I do not deserve them. When they
are deserved, their ^use is superfluous. It cannot add to the
strength of the qualities possessed by me. They may, if I am
not on my guard, easily turn my head. The good that a man
does is more often than not, better left unsaid. Imitation is the
sincerest flattery. I commend it, therefore, to the attention of all
admirers. If it is my spinning they like, let them admire it by
doing it themselves; if it is my regularity they appreciate, let
them flatter me by being regular themselves. And if it is my
truthfulness and non-violence they treasure, let them show their
appreciation by their conduct.

But not all the addresses contain a mere recital of my praises.
On rare occasions they give me valuable information. A Ghand-
pur address2 was remarkable for a frank expression of its limita-

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's account of Gandhiji's tour

2 This was presented to Gandhiji by the people of Ghandpur on May
10, 1925. Vide "Speech at Public Meeting, Ghandpur", 10-5-1925.